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AGREEMENT REACHED 
ON TEMPORARY DIOXIN 
CCWTAINMENT PLAN 

SPRINGFIELD, IL., May 13, 1983 Agreement has been reached on a 

temporary containment plan for dioxin contaminated soil at the South Mobile 

Avenue site of the medn pump station for the new regional wastewater treatment 

plant in Sauget. 

The plan ccills for removing the contaminated soils from the actual 

construction area into specially designed temporary storage cells on the site. 

The dioxin laden material will be held in these cells until a final determination 

can be made on permanent disposal. At the same time, additional sampling and 

analysis will be Ccirried out to confirm the depth of contaminated soils and the 

aurea involved. 

"This plcin, while temporeiry, will contain the material in cin environmentally 

sound manner which will guarantee the safety emd welfeore of workers in the area 

and tjie genered. public, " Richard J. Ccirlson, director of the Illinois Environ-

mentzOL Protection Agency, sadd. 

Agreement on the plan was reached Thursday by representatives of the Village 

of Sauget, the lEPA, emd t:he U.S. Environmental Protection Agency at a meeting in 

Sauget. The plan is baised on a proposal recently presented by Sauget officials-
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"I warnt to congratulate everyone involved in these discussions, especially 

USEPA Region V, for reaching agreement in such a relatively short time. At tJie 

same time I remind everyone tJiat tJiis is a temporary not a final solution to the 

problem. Final disposition is still to be determined and we are doing everything 

in our power to arrive at a permanent resolution of this problem," earlson, said. 

Village Mayor Paul Sauget said* "Construction on the site will not 

resume until this plem is implemented emd we are assured a program for worker 

safety is completed by the construction company and in force." 

Material from ein eirea at least 100 feet long by 100 feet wide by 

2-1/2 feet deep will be removed eind stored on-site temporeurily in special 

containment cells. These cells will consist of am enclosed leachate collection 

system at t±e bottom aind layers of clay and hypalon synthetic liners to 

encapsulate the materied. ActJ.vated carbon will be included to absorb con­

tamination in the cells. Finally a layer of top soil eind vegetation will cover 

the cells as a finad. protective measure. 

Related to this, representatives of the lEPA have agreed to meet witJi 

the Rev. Buck Jones of Project HOPE amd citizens of Rush City at 2 P.M., May 19 

in the Rush City Community Hall to explain the remedial actions being taken. 
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By Bill LamBt'^r'-
Port-Ol^atehijlnol. 
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ttention 88 a byproduct ot the Agent 
•range :ae!olitouSed\tii*the:^^ 
'/ar;«rid as one ol tlie chemicals in 

trdc waste . î v̂̂  C"»al at Niagjtfa tails, l̂ l.Y.. But 
; ^ ! ^ < P ^ M ' t h e ; t o v e > C ^ 

• • ^^ | f tKousandCt lmesVstrOi^ ' than '̂̂  

, s ^ t ^ learned, ^ ^'"""''"'" '™'*^ *̂- ^ ' ^ 
concetiaratkris auget, 
hemlcfils i-ê -vus ... ...asks and 
•̂ '̂ •sM-f hing. took'samples, of 

•emicals. Six weeks earlier, 
"nrs had-noticed ^ i ^ ^ tv-nm tnPi 

Tests ol the sampleSjWereto be done, 
by lx)thaiohsihtc{|»nd ^ the, federal; 
Envlraunental Prote6tioh Agency, but,; 
federal?:testlng:fa not finished. The I 
lllift<l>is5attiMiftey< general's; lofjice also''* 
jolrffid the lnyestlg»a<m^l^^ 

V, festo foEiMo^isanto^^e^ 
' last;; month, from the ; Envlrbntental ? 
Analytical Services Center IriiDaytoftiv^ 

>ey showedr^exttemielyf Acrfti; 
1 dioxin ^.i£''̂ the, parts per 

. trUJlon.y^ saidHSafahr ;Cbllins,^ 
spokeswoman for Monsanto. -

—We don't believe that the'situfltion 
poses a hazard to pe^Ie'^ healtli i 

• enviroimient,'!Ms.Colllnssaid(| 
Other--Industrial.^ chemicals "̂were 

company declined to provide specilft v • 
results uptii informing offjdalsanhie 
U .S.'; and '^.Illinois EnvironmentaV 
,Prote«dQ|^endes jbt the finings. 
Governm^ officials had not b e ^ ^ ^ , 
aaoflateXiiesday. .,̂ ; W ^ ^ 

,,. Records 9f;state inspection M 
from testsjoiijnonitoring wells *5 

^last spring i^ihowedv phenols j-i. 
;< cotitentrations as.jhi^ as 13,000 pdtm; 
^^per billion and beiiKne tompottedn^ 

h l ^ as 3,000 parts pei: billion. Botl^t 
moderately toxic:'substances"-M. 
commcmly in chemicM maiiuf acWhng 

Kenneth-cR.) Mensing,. the't-sta 
PA'S laiid pioilutibrfchî f iH,SouiClf 

s, ^aid.that he feels a>'a sehik 
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^lUrxency" regarding the leaking Tuesiday to examine stat^ EPA records 
'4wmicals' â  Sauget. No action was relating to thtiSaugiBt landfill. c 

^nlanoed at least until the sampling at MoosafltQca{>ped the landfill with* 
" f ^ federal level was done.' - clay materlaHni978, lour years after i 

V;.J'We';«-at the point where we'v«^ the company*-bad 8topi)ed{t<lumpli?g?; I 
idM\tified'a problem, and we're waiting there. From^i958.74, Ut(served as a ' 
i^ttest results to see what that problem ^epodtdiy^^ for a. variety of chemical' 
|t3™enslnjg«aid. " , - ' 'manulacti^iingwastes.;gi- :v%^ ,̂ -̂̂ ^̂̂  
^ JfWe're joot just going to sit and During that tlm%*hemical wastes 
[fwatifh this stuff leak into the river.'' oftetf'iwttli diitoped in bulk '̂ atstate 

l^MtingA^would* Jb(» scheduled 'with 
Qto when the findings are known. 

l! ĵy(e hav6 a fair idea that they are 
(pbHviting the Mississippi River,'based' 

nZwhat thetlUinois EPA hast told us. 
SlJtSwe can't say 'stop polluting' until 
velkn Ms. Buttolph 

I s a ^ 
M i ! ^ Sauget landfill was one of four 

cooverts about 80 raw cbenilcals into 
about 40., chemical pnxh^ts-^lrom 
herbicideivtp 1 dye- **•" ""-'"•"" 
spokeswoman said. 
** Anotheî  landfill a BDun.uisuuii^ uj 
the east': was : ld?ntlHe4 - :by !^a|, 
cQagK»rioaallsubc«nmitti6(t1^^ 

< agpas.tbe^iite wfaferê Moiisattip̂ ^̂ ^̂  
tbouBands'̂ of itons:^ toxid'f'dtm^ 

1 ^ in the, Metro' East, area and̂  28 \jlnni]i>1950 to about'1972 .̂ It is not. now. 
tiuKTUŝ xnit the sute nominated by the ' uoderrevlew by federalnitborities.r4;'-;|f-, 
l U i ^ EPA recently as^candidates for '-- Enviiomiental offldals'̂ iteclioed: tS | | 
^;iederal'$up9rfund -^ a $1.6' billion speculate on potential dangers posed by] I 
:tihJ|̂  fund approved'in 1980 to clean up the leaking landfiU'ior what stqncould: 
Qldlbxicwastesltes.'Butthatmqoey is . betakeotodeanup'tlwsite.. i A U ' i 
t i ^ up for lack of federal rules OQ how One '̂official ?8aid^be was conc^iied> 
•«iMiit\)!Sff*. .* - ' about 4.>'8p«igeeffectiV, in wWdihig!h|J 

Bl}tno{s,<tfl(idaIssaid they would seek^ waters " 
P^Upijf ' , theV Sauget landfiU^^the 

rie«!eStery,*ieven without the federftf̂ 'Hv<> 
m( ĵey, pne .state lawyer noted t 

water" Is 
lentqicement ^ IsV oftoi .̂  more 
|ob(ainbd.against large Oompan 

^4>ockets'Stha9 ^•'•"" '"-
dsiteissviW^ 
^'Atu|CI)ey,jVcitciiu ijfiuir 

^!^^e^lh|Jnvplved in the'Sau 
g | t ^ l ^ week after leamlr 

pplupididatjB for the ^tq)erfund. 
toislii^otJth^W/forcejtheiiedem 
D:rei<sas<e SiqMrfund hioq^i^i|»%;^i)ubli5h-
aer "We^wknoW • - •• ~ tartmeni;-(« . .nejuia «uu 

..„ ..-.g#;>fi iaiitbiac! dcesjshowedithat;0108 j»rt8 
rWefatend M luw outjhow bad, ii is ioni of dlbxln killed 50 percent <if 
*tMl3bat3t:1s something thatshodlc eihat^ig$stedih^i±iemicaLiHatf 

""t^thquicklyit'/ . . . nil* " ' -
er*frdn 

—issippi lUver for drinking 
Chester,. Tommies'south ofJ 

Sauget:̂ Cape Girardeau, 65 miles downV | 
the riverjrom Chestec.'is the closest, 
"" '̂-wuri ,>community :f south to us^' 

.issippi River watef.Vj , ' \ H ^ - ' , 
fithe chemir"^^ ''••'~»vered at 
^et,'-dioxin' i& he most 

oangeroi" " - • "tud 
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